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Dearest Mother, B
Perhaps I can pick up where I left off last week and tell you a bat more
about the celebration of the anniversary of the saving of Almada from the
tidal wave which followed the tremor de Berra (earthquake) in 1755. We did
not see all of it, the celebration, but enough I think to get some idea of
it. At least one idea we have in connection with it is that it is obeerved
by some peorle in much the same way that we would obsérve the Fourth. There
were dozens of rockets being set off over the water very close to the landing
place of the ferry which crosses between Lisbon and Almada. Betty and Kenny
and I had been visiting at Sr. Holden's house in Almada with some others of
the missionaries here and were just getting back to the boat when we saw the
activities of the celebration. The celebration had been going on for some
time, and the procession of boys and men of the church with the images had
traveled up the street we had used pgoing from the boat to Sr. Holden's and
had come back by & different route to the wharf. How much farther it went
afterward I don't know. It was supposed to go to the bank of the river, but

I cannot say whether it did or not becauss we could net stay to see. The
ferry ran on schedule, and we went with the ferry, although we should have
liked to see more. We heard the noise of the rockets before we reached the
boat lending, as we were returning after tea with the Holdena: When we capme
within sight of the landing we also saw the procession, which was coming

out of another street clese to the one we were maiking our exit from. In front
came small boys and banners, then larger boys with an image of the Virgin
Mary on their shoulders, then more younger bova and behind them other boys
carrying toreches. These were followed by older men carvying a large size
crucifix. Behinl these were older men, probably of the church, and with

them the statue, image, of the saint who had protected the inhabitents of
Almada in 1755. There was something more than this, but I did not see well
what it was. Perhaps I was more engrossed then in looking at the rocket
display, for thers was a continual roar of the sound of exploding rockets,
and a steady flashing of light from them as they swished upward one immediately
after the other. Of course to aid to the excitement there would be one ,of
these fiery-tailed bolts very often going wild and landing near the crowd

or spewing its multi-colored explosive pills directly over the heads of the
onlookers. I was even a little fearful tha t one would come close enough

to the boat to do some damage. Since we had by that time gotten on to the
boat I looked with other than a happy eye at the kind of celebratinn which

1 sam going on. It di not appeal to me then, and still does not appeal.

Well, with this let me day goodnight and T'11 come back to Pinish this
tomorrovw morning, bacamge there is not time now (11:50 pm) although it
is only ebout six o'clock back home. I must wake Betty up and get both
of us off to bhed.

Back again after a day at clasges and traveling up and down the town hunting
for a potty chair for Tommy, who does not like the toilet seat we have where
we are now. The seat is too wide for Tommy to sit on comfortably and he

has done some rebeling against using the same. Saturday I was unsueccessful

in finding anything that we wanted. Today my success has been s little more,
but notngoodennflomorrow perheps I will find something I hope that will gerve
the.purpose. The difficulty is to get gomething practical, made for a boy in
the first place, and large enough in the second plaee. The children in Lisbon
don't get to be very big apparently hefore they outgrow their potty chairs.

At least the chairs are small in siz?;j .
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Have vou been looking for pictures. We have not sent them yet. We have not
had printed all we want to send, and we shall wait a little whilev When we
make up the lot, which will come by slow mail, we wish to include in it one,

of Betty. The reason we have not sent one of Betty before is that we never can
seam to get a good one. Perhaps the one we took on Sunday afternoon will turn
out well.

Needless to say we did not care to hear much news like that which has come in
your last letters. I have taken our map of Maine and marked on it what facta I
know about the disaster, whickh is the very word the Portuguess would use, and
shall have a look at it now and then during the years we are away.. How terrible
that there are people who cannot control themselves but must set fires when
conditions are the best for fires. A4 terrible affliction, and worse for the
countless sufferers of the result of the affliction because they are more than
unware ~ supposing the pyromeniac does not know what he doing quite but may

have some inkling - of what is going to happen. By the way, that latter is
involved. What I mean to say is that the pyromaniac is aPflicted with a disease
which must be terrible for the individual who sufferes whenever he thinks of
fire and wants to build one. But those who are ignorant of the pyromaniac's
disease and activity go through the agony of surprise and suspense and the
horrors of the fire. I glad you did not have the big fire in Strong. I sorry
that so much of Dr. Clarence L. Little's work has been wiped out. It was a
tremendous work and most important in these days when cancer takes such a

toll of lives. What a lot of dpstruction down in his section of the state.

The fire must havey swept a wide area there. I know something about the roads
and stretches from town to town. The research laboratory was eight or ten miles
from Bar Harbor as I remember it. Of course it is also terrible that so many
people lost homes and other poseessions which were priceless to them. We wonder
about Ralph and Zdna Hayward and others whom we know in Machias. By now you
will have rain enough I bope to put you somswhat more at ease.

We are aware here of approaching rainy weather, winter weather. Today 1is warm,
but has been cloudy with threatening rain all afternoon. The sun shone for
several hours this morning, but did not shine at all during the afternoon. We
shall expect to see many cloudy days from now on. Indeed we expect Lo see
several days at a time when the sun does not shine and the rain does fall. We
ought to have nice stout umbrellas to take with us, but don't have and as

yet are without rubbers for the adults. We do have raincoats, but are told

that even when the weather is occasionally fair that rain clouds suddenly appear
and rain falls for a while. I guess thet this is also good preparation for
Afrieca. :

Well, we cannot say how long we'll be here. This wesk we will know whether

the police will extend our visas or not. IFf they permit us to stay longer, we
hope that it will be ford year. That is, we hope that we can stay long enough
to go part way through the summer with our studies and then go down the coast

to our life work. ¥_ need to know the Fortuguese langusge as thoroughly as
possible, and a year is not too long a time in which to learn we are informed.
Wo account with this knowledge the other, which is this, that we shall be going
from here to learn another new language. What confusion will exist in our

uninds if we do not have good grounding in this language before we begin the
study of Umbundu., The boys will learn resadily I think, just as Tommy is picking
up Portugusse now and speaking it with the maids and our teachers, those he

has seen for any length of time. In another year or two the boys will be telling
us many things we don't know probably, although we may be able to get it out of
them by dint of persuasion.

Tommy is growing up so fast now. Ye is talking a blue streak, mimicing the
other children as wsll as Kenny, and then mimicing the older folks too. ‘hat a
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rascal! And how he likes to play with the record player. Ve have plenty of
trouble keeping him from breaking it up. ¥e enloy sesing him when he does soms-
thing the right way, but he does not do everything when he is using the player
that he ought to do. However, we have hopes, because he has bsen improv1ng
rapidly the past two or three weeks. Hgban put the record on quits well, and
has not yet broiken one. But he always manages to put the adjustment of the
timing and the other one of the pick-up, whicn holds the naedlb, out of

kilter if we leave him alons with the player for three mimites.

He's loarnlnu to play pratty well with the other children now, too. And he's
getting to hold his own with Kemny. We think that they are going to be growing
up in about the proper way. The spacing is about bight. But we are sonvinced
that we should not have any more children until we have been in Africa a little
while. Then perhasp we have have brother or sister, or even two more, to

go with the older boys. '

Oh, yes, we have to watch all the children about the matter of fire. We try
to keep the match boxes high, 'We guard again little hands blaying with the
8till warm oil heater, like the one I burned my handg on years ago. We also
%ua&d against their playing around the fogHo, the little Portuguess made stove.

hope to send you a plcture of us kindling the fire. I think I have omne now
of the stages in the starting process, but the film is not developed yet. I
just took 1t in this afternoon. I said at first that T had never seen guch a
badly designed outfit, but despite the arduous method of liwhtin& the fire I
think now that the stove is all right. But let me tell you how we go about
getiingthe oven ready to bake biscuits. .,
First, the stove stands perhaps a foot and a half high. And it's about three
oot long and a foot and a half wide. The fire box will hold about thrse small
sticks of wood comfortablp. It holds sbout five or six small shovels of coal.
Well, we clean out ashes and clinkers left from the previous day. ( This is
the morning chore you will understand) Then we put into the top of ths stove
through the one round hole there on the grate side, the brush which we use as
kindling. It is a good kind of kindling I muet admit, and we do not have to
use coal oil at all now, although we began by using it. Around the brush, which
sticks out through the top we pile small pieces of kindling wood, which we have
bought from the nearbj store. Then we touch a match to the bottom of the whole
and, leaving the covers well off, do a bit of fanning with a straw fan. Pretty
soon there is a lot of smbke pouring up the chimmey hole. When the brush is
consumed and the kindling has caught we pile on charcoal and coal until the
stuff runs all over the stove. The fan is the next object we grab, for the
second turn, and after more fanning we have achileved headway enough so that we
can poke the mass daown into the fire box. Then it's time to put on more
coal. After a little more fanning it may be possible to close the covers and
get a clear chammel through the smoke pipe to the chimney. In twenty minutes
we have a fairly decent fire, if all goes well‘ Then; it will burn nicely, mf
properly kept, all day.. And now I supposs you're going to ask how we can .
stand the smoke in the rgom, for must it not be terribly smoky? Andi the answer
is that the chimney is very much open.  It's like having a smoke pie run into
an open fireplace. The chimney open right into the kitchen. The atove rests
on a cemsnt and tile shelf about two feet off the floor, and directly under
the chimney. The sm'ke pipe of the stove runne pp into the chimney about
four feet and there stqps. And despite the s“emlng clumsiness of it all, it's
a good outfit. . .

i

But I must stop. Lots,of love to you all. WMore; in the next. Hope to here
from you that you are remaivinm the twentv dollars. God be with you.

gﬁ*ﬁm Lovingly, Q\ W
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Rua de 380 JoHo da Mata, 119, 1%
Lisboa, Fortugal
8 Dezembro l9ﬂ7

Dearest Mother,

This letter will be short and I shall not speak of more than one of the
things which have been of interest to us so Far in Fortugal, that is,
outside of those which I have already written about to you at home.

Betty and I are just finishing our Ohristmas letter, which will be sant

out ta our frienls from Boston in mimeographed copies because we cannot

do the necessary amount of writing here by means of theAgpewrigter. You and
Olive will both¢/ receive copies, and our few more intimate friends inm -~
Maine will also receive copies. We have told just a little bit about what
we have lasarned of the Christmas season eustoms of Lishon. As yst we don't
know which of these is observed generally over all of Portugal. Perhpas only
one, perhaps all, although we must learn this slowly, little by little.

We learned to day, for instance, that one dish we speak of as being eaten
in Lisbon has its orighn in the north of Portugal and is not as generally
eaten in Lisbon as we supposed. But more of this a little later when we are
more certain about how many people here eat turkey and how many a Jown Zast
codfish dish on Christmes Jay.

By the way, we have not had our Thenksgiving dinne? yet. We are planning to
have a get-together of the familiesd in our school on Christuas and to
celebrate then the two holidays. Of this event I ghall try to get some
pictures in color and in black and white. Then perhaps you can see something
of the kind of food we have, and the way in which we set up table here in
Lisbon.

One thing that we shall miss here is snov Por Ohristmas. Ho white Christmes
for us unless Fortugal experiences what few people here have seen more than
once or twice in their lives if at all. One of our teachers tells us that

he has seen snow twice in his life, and he 1s is over sixty years of age.

3now falls in the high mountains to the north, but not in Lisbon, except on
very rare occasions. We do not expsct to ses it this year. The weather todsy
is very mild. Barly this morning it was cool, about like early Jeptenber in
Strong. I can't tell you the temperature because I have not checked with

the thermometer, but I could see the vapor from my mouth this morning when

I went after patrdleo( kerosene) for our Ferfection Heater. And while we

have nichts cold enough to meke two blankets necessary in our unheated house
we find this climate quite unlike what we are accustomed to living in. I would
suspect that in long ralny periods ws may feel the chill much more than ve
have. We noticed it last week on Sunday. and Monday particularly. =R&in fell
then a good part of the time. ot a hard rain, that is, a pelting rain, but
not just a drizzle either. It geemed like one of the sarly fall rains we
used to go home from school in.

Now let me see what I have written, because the last paragraph has been
interrupted snd a space of twenty-four hours almost bas gons by seince I
wrote that last sentence. And what do you know, it is so again. This one
will be interrupted by lunch. The call has just sounded. Back again to
tell you a little more sbout us and what welre doing and then to the bank
to aash a check which came yesterday. :

ell, here I am through with lunch and putting a new wick in the heater,
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and setting up the stove for Batty and her teacher. Whsn I finish this,

I must go down to the Jentro office, which is just down the street and have
Mr. Holden sign his name to my check so that I can get the cash more easily
at the bank. From there I must go to find another heater for the gchool, buy
some stamps for f£enneth to put in his damp-beek-whieh stamp book which his
Unele Hal Steed has just bought to start Kenny and Kenny's Daddy in on a
hobby, also some stamps for use on letters, and get back hers in time for
class at four o'clock.

By the way, we have just rsceived a lstter from Mae Ranger, one first -mailed
back the last of October. It was returned first of all for insufficient
poatage. %hen it reached Lisbon, it went to the Pensfo Laranjo, whers we lived
before we cams to this apartmént. One of our friends picked it up for us
yesterday. Also we got a book of picturesof Mains, the lategt of Professor
Eradshaw's books, called Bhe Maine Scene. The last picture is a waterfront
view of Boothbay Harbor, ani is Betty thrilled. There are pictures from
every county; one of them is of the big field the Strong side of faruington,
another of Minot 3prings, another of Poland 3pring House and so on. We are
going to enjoy looking at thse book. I'm glad it came late. We were going to
pack it for Africa, but it was printsd toolate for us to recsive it in
Auburndals. We're not sorry.

W¥e do hope that you can snjoy sometimes the magmzines which we are having
sent to you now. We should liks to see one or two now and then, but plsase
don't send any until we ask you to. And this brings up the latest with
respect to the check which we wantsd %o have go ta you. Or. Rauling and
the assistant treasurer, farle 3, 3*ith, did not understand what it was I
wanted, or else Harle forgot what I said, which may be perfectly possible
because he is under great pressure these days. So before vou will recelve
anything I must write back explaining what I want. Then you will et
something. I shall do this this week.

I still have not ssnt pictures, for I have not gotten the collection together
a3 yet. Ani we still have no good one of Betty. We have tried ssveral amd
the rssults are tsrrible. But we'll try again with the hopes of better couy.

Trust that Olive will get her' shoes sooner than we get our packages here,

& are still trying to put our hands on two packages which arrived about YUY
three wonths ago. And one more which we wers supposed to hear news of the

last of October we have just heard from. The packages from Americas are delayed
in the customs house for examination and charges. Sometimes, if a package
conatins too manv different things it may have .to go to five or six different
departments. About the only way we can get anything through is to have someone
bring such things. We can hurry up the examinations then ani get our hands

ont what we need.

Ah, but I must sign off. We are well, Ths boys are sating w?ll. Not going

to bed always as we would like to have them, but then, that s the way with
boys, n8o 87 ( Isn't it?) And ws think now that we shall be able to spend a
year here all right. It seems sometimes along way from Africa, but we do need
to know the language anl many of the customs and much of the history of this
land and its people.

Gol bless you, and hsre's our love.
-
@\ccﬁ(g
f\... g e



